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CURRENT NOTES. 


Tne Demand for an Increased Insurance Capitation Fee, 
‘uu Insurance Acts Committee is now engaged in pre- 
paring a reasoned statement upon the reply given by the 
insurance Commissioners on February 19th to the demand 
for an increased capitation fee. Local Medical and Panel 
Committees may expect to reccive this statement within 
the next fortnight. As bricfly announced in this column 
last week, a special conference of Local Medical and Panel 
Conmnittees will be held in the second week of April to 
consider the position created by the Commissioners’ reply. 
At the last conference in October, 1917, it was proposed 
that machinery should be set up for the calling of a further 
conference at short notice, and in this connexion the 
Insurance Acts Committee will recommend to the next 
annual conference that the representatives electad to act 
at any annual conference shall continuc to hold office until 
the commencement of the succeeding annual conference 
unless any committee should in the interval notify a 
change. Although this recommendation cannot come 
into formal operation until the next annual conference 
in October, the Insurance Acts Committee has decided 
to aeé upon it in connexion with the forthcoming special 
conference in April. 


The Emergency Settlement for 1916. 

The Chairman of the National Health Insurance Com- 
mission (England) addressed on February 15th a letter to 
the Insurance Acts Committee stating that, as the result 
of the calculations just completed, the exact amount of the 
central medical pool for England and Wales, which was 
due under the regulations in respect of 1916 and would 
have been distributed if there had been no eimergency 
settlement, was found to be greater by about 7 per cent. 
than the amount distributed in accordance with the terms 
of that settlement. This difference, by the terms arranged, 
would normally be carried forward for distribution among 
dectors as part of the 1917 settlement; but, seeing the 
largeness of the amount, the Commissioners thought it 
right to bring the matter to the notice of the Insurance 
Acts Committee, as representing the Conference of Local 
Medieal and Panel Committees, in order to ascertain 
whether an alternative procedure seemed called for. The 
Cominissioners recall that the object of the emergency 
settlement was to scitle doctors’ accounts at a much earlier 
date than under war conditions was possible within the 
strict terms of the regulations. They recognize, how- 
ever, that the decision against reopening the settlement 
with individual doetors rested on their expectation that 
the difference between the amounts arrived at by the one 
process of calculaticn and the other would be relatively 
quite small. In view of the substantial difference now 
disclosed by the final calculations for 1916, they do not 
consider that they would be justified in insisting upon this 
condition of the settlement if it should be the general 
lesive among insurance practitioners that the settlement 
for 1916 should be reopened, so that the sum in question 
shouid be distributed among the practitioners who were on 
the panel for that year, instead of being carried forward to 
1917. If such a desire were expressed the Commissioners 
would approach the Treasury with a view to a corrective 
settlement for 1916; although some time—possibly three 


or four months—would be needed for carrying out the 
various operations necessitated by that course. “Te, on the 
other hand, insurance practitioners generally were content 
to let the arrangement stand for carrying forward the sum 
to the 1917 pool, the Commissioners would arrange for 
immediate payment to all practitioners on the panel for 
1917 of the additional 7 per cent. Sir Robert Morant adds 
that the unexpectedly large difference between the two 
calculations is due to the operation of war conditions in a 
mauner which could not have been foreseen; and that tho 
Welsh Commissioners concur in his letter. 

The Insurance Ac!» Committce, on the occasion of the 
interview with Sir Edwin Cornwall, on February 19th, 
with regard to the demand for an increased capitation fee, 
discussed this matter with the Insurance Commissioners. 
After consideration of tho letter, ahd of the explanations 
furnished by the Commissioners, the Committee has 
recommended that the original bargain as regards the 
cmergency settlement should be adhered to. ‘The Com- 
mittee took into account the fact that hardships might 
exceptionally arise owing to the carrying forward of the 
7 per cent. to the i917 account; as, for example, in the: 
case of a doctor who was on the panel for 1916, and who, 
owing to death or disablement, is not on the 1917 panel. 
If any Panel Committee should desive to make some 
voluntary arrangement for meeting such cases in which 
real hardship arises, the Insurance Acts Committee will 
be glad to help in placing the circumstances before the 
Insurance Commissioners, who have offered to give what 
assistance lies within their power. Such assistance must 
be regarded as voluntary since the obligations of the Com- 
missioners are fulfilled when they carry forward the 
surplus to the 1917 pool. They will, however, so far as 
possible, in these exceptional cases furnish information as 
to the amount which would have been payable had there 
been no emergency settlement. 


THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PROFESSION 
AND RURAL PANEL PRACTITIONERS. 


Str,—When Dr. Cox addressed the meeting at Preston 
on November 29th, 1917, I was surprised his speech was 
no§ challenged by any rural practitioner who should 
happen to be present, and I therefore welcomed tle 
forceful letter of Dr. Baigent, of Northallerton, asking 
Dr. Cox a few pertinent questions, which are of vital 
importance to those practising in rural areas—questions 
which I notice have so far remained unanswered. 

I'vom sorry personal experience I can vouch for the 
correctness of the points so well brought out in this letter, 
ail working expenses being vastly increased. ; 

This has caused me within the last few days to send a. 
telegram to the clerk of the Insurance Committee, telling: 
him it is impossible to carry on in one outlying district 
which I foolishly undertook to oblige his committee. In 
doing this work, which is of a dwindling nature, I have 
seriously worn and depreciated two motor cars that it is 
practically impossible to get repaired. ‘The fact is doctors. 
are leaving the rural areas; the movement has already 
begun, and will not be easily arrested. 7 

Lt is largely due to the unequal working of the Insurance 
Act, and it is therefore up to the Commissioners to at 
once right this wrong of their creating, before the cry 
* Back to the land” is applied to the doctor as well as: 
the agricultural labourer. 

[723] 
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DIARY. 


Another has not een clearly brouglit out. 
the working of the Act it was contended that there would 
fewer visits in the country than in the town, and on 
this contention the flat capitation rate was based. No 
such mistake could have been made by anybody under- 
standing country practice, because it stands to reason a 
sick man in a town might go to the doctor's surgery, 
whereas it could hardly be expected of him if the doctor 
was miles away. This has beea proved to be the case, and 
the old idea proved a fallacy. In a very able and well 
written pamphlet, “ Medical Benefit in Scotland,” by 
W. M. Marshall, Clerk to the Lanark Insurance Com- 
taittee, this point is well brought out and proved. Under 
Scction 4, “ The Country Doctor,” he says: 


When we contrast the actual services rendered by the country 
doctor as compared with his urban colleague, we find that in 
the case of the first it stands at 4.07 (visits and cousultations 
combined) for each person on his list, as compared with 4.37 for 
each person ou the list of the urban doctor. 

But the average visits. paid (infinitely the greater time 
consumer) works out at 2.85 for every person on the list 
= the country doctor, and‘only 1.71 in the case of the urban 
doctor. 


{ write in the hope of stimulating other rural men. Dy. 
Baigent knows our wants; he has given us a good lecd; 
let us be up and doing, otherwise we shall get no considera- 
tien when the increased capitation fce is under discus- 
sion. All our panel patients are having higher wages, 
whilst we have had our working , expenses increased 
far more than they have, and are recciving the same 
remuneration. 


As I write [ am informed that the charges for hive of | 
motor cars ave to be 1s. a mile travelled, and 4s. an hour - 


for detention, [ have many insurcd persons twelve miles 


away by road, then a mile or two mere to walk, Consider 


the liabilities and possible expenses attached ! 
We are not organized on a business footing, and inane 
not recovered from the shock caused. by the “rot” of the 


closing days of 1912. The Divisions should have quar terly 
“mectings at the various centres. An epitome of the points 
a discussed should ‘be sent to all the members in the area, | 


and direct questions put cn a form for the individual 
general practitioner to answer. Each areca should appoint 
x lawyer to be present at all the meetings, and to carry 
out-all the secretarial work,.cte: Jf’ this were done we 
isolated. individuals would be bettcr able to understand 
what, is expected of us, and should have an organized 
ontlét for’ our views ahd grievances. —Ilam, ete., 


Dr. Wituiast hice nt, in the course of a reply to Dr. 


Murray's letter ‘printed in the of February 16th, 
writes : 

“What il suggest is that the lot of the country doctor 
should be. considered, and the injustice in his case, when 
proved, should be remedied before anything is added to 


the present capitation fee, or the general question of the | 
amount ‘of increase of the capitation grant is decided | 


upon. . . think: Dr. Murray will agree it is no use 


moving ia this matter after the new: capitation fee is | 


arr ranged. The payment for the work done in the country | 


ig not. herr’ and never has been so under this Act. 
This is the. whole question, and it is useless quibbling 


elite it is capitation fee, mileage allowance, or drug | 


fund which is at fault. ‘The three combined do not com- 
pensate for work done in the country, and often do not pay 
out-of-pocket expenses; neither does it matter which fund 
is increased so long as it is adequate and the work made 
remunerative.” 

Dr. Baigent wishes to emphasize his point that in no 
case does lie advocate any deduction from anything already 
granted to the town practitioner. He concludes his letter 


thus: “Tf it should unfortunately prove, which I do not - 


for one moment believe, that the rural doctor has not got 
the full support of the town doctor, it will be the strongest 


argument in favour of a separate organization for dealing 


solely with the affairs of the rural practitioner.” 


«°° Pending publication of the Insurance Commissioners’ 
reply to the ‘for an increased capitation fee, 
and the statement of the Insurance Acts Committce 
thereon, we do not propose to print further letters on this 
subject. 


Printoa oun by the British Association at their Otfiec, No. 42. 


Pabval ae Military 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Tus following appointments are announced by the Admiralty: 
Teniporary Surgeons: J. A. Hadfield, to the Thunderer; 8. Hutchin- 
son, to tie a :J.G. Gilruth, to the Lord Nelson; H. Wilks, to 
the Arrogant; HW. A, Cockayne and W. Collins, to Haslar Hospital. 
bg be tem vin al Surgeons: W. A. Jolliffe, H. Millett, A. L. Spencer: 
-ayne, 

NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 
Surgeon Probationer C.. to the Hornet 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Suracon-Generals ranking as Lieutenant-Generals and 
Major-Generals. 

Notifications appeared in the Supplement to the London Gazette, 
February 27th, carrying out tho new arrangement as to the titles of 
surgeon- generals, stated by Mr. Macpherson in his speech on the 
Army Estimates (see p, 268), 


To be temporary Colonels: Temporary Lieut.-Colonels A, S. Wood- 
wark, from R.A.M.C., and Sir R. Ross, K.C.B., PRLS. Chieut..Colonet 
Major ret. I.M.$.) 


Lieut.-Colone!] B. Wingate, D.S.0., to be temporary Colonel 
whilst * employed as Assistant: Director of Medical Services of a 

Temporary Major VP. Cailcart, M.D., to be temporary Licut.- 
Colonel withont increased cinoluments whilst specially employed. — - 

Major (temporary Lieut.-Colonel) G. Jackson, Northwaberland 
Fusiliers to be teniporary Lieut.-Colonel. 

Major (acting Licut.-Colonel) N. i. Dunkerton relinguishes his 
acting rank on reposting. 

Major H. A. Bransbury, 1.5.0., to be acting Lieut.-Colonel whilst in 
command of a medical unit. 

a J. Neilson, late temporary Major, is granted the honorary rank of 
ajor. 

Major F. R. Lucas, Royal.Scots (T.F.), to be teniporary Major, JSaly 
15th, 1917 (substituted for notification in the London Gazette of 
August 8th, 1917). 

Temporary Captains to be temporary Majors without increase 1 
emoluments whilst specially employed : ‘5. W. Williains, KE. M. J. 
O'Farrell. 

Lieutenants (Lemporary Captains) to be Captains: G. A. Kh. Argo, 
S. S. Crosse, R. W. Galloway. 

Temporary Lieutenants to be temporary Captains: P. Wallice, G. 
Grove (whilst employed at the Lord Derby War Hospital), O. 
Spensley, C. Jones- G. A. Mavor, C. Speers, J. $8. Bellas, 
T. A. Adams, P. W. L. Camps, 8. L. Rea, W. F. H. tves, TU. HH. 
Campbell, T. W. H. Swan, ¥. Thom, J. G. Elder, A.D. 
Turnbull, C. W. Windsor, G. Heathcote, A . McK, Niven,.G. P. Barff, 
M. Hooper, W. H. Cain, K. J. A. Davis. . ‘ 


EXCHANGE 
Mepican Orricer Cady) attached to an Udinburgh war hospital is 
anxious to exchange with fellow officer in Ireland’ (Dublin or 
Cork preferred). Mo. 800, Bairisu Mepicant JouRNAL Office, 
No. 429, Strand, 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Bustos, Dudley, M.D., M.R.C.P.Lond., Consulting Anaecsthetist to 
the Roy al Dental Hospital. : 


Ksox, D. N., M.B., C.M., F.R.E.P.S., Medical Referee under the- 


Ww orkmen’: 3 Compensation Act, 1906. for the Sheriffdom of Lanark, 
vice Sir David McVail, dcceased. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, “AND DEATHS. 


Lhe charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and . 
Deaths is 6s., which sum should be forwarded with the notice ; 


not later than the first post on WV “ednesday morning in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 


At St. Mary's, Marylebone, February 23rd, by 
the Rev. J. W. Roberts, Surgeon J.P. Perry, R.N., eldest son of 
Dr. and Mrs. Berry, Keighley’ to Minna, elder daughter of Mr, 
and Mrs. H, i, Horsey, Dorsot Sauare, London, 


- DEATHS. 

Scorr. In a nursing home in London on February 19th, after an 
operation forsappendicitic, Kenneth Mackenzio Scott, M.D., 
of 7, Manchester Square, W., only 
son of Thomas Grabam Scott, of Mdinburgh. 

Srraton.--On February 22nd, at West Lodge, Wilton, Charles 
Robert Straton, Vdin, im 78th year, 


DIARY. THE WEEK, 


CoLLLGe or PHYSICIANS OF LONDON, Pa'l Mall East, S. - 
‘uesday and Thursday, 5 p.m., Goulstouian ectures by Dr. ap. 
Pou ton: Liatetes Mo litus and th: tignifican c of Acidosis in 
Discas 

Royan Society of ef Epidemiology and State 


Medicine: Friday, 530 p.m., Dr. M. Greenwood and Miss Cecily - 


Thompson: An Epidemiological Study of the Food Problem. 


DIARY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Date. Meetings to be Held. 


MAnces. 
5 Tues. London: Parliamentary Subcommittee, 4 p.m. 
7 Thur. London: Insurance Acts Executive Subcommitiee. 


», Strand, in aes Varish of St. Mar tin-in-the- Fiolis, in the County ot ‘Middlesex. 
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